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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


HE centenary of the birth of Edward Edwards is an event of 
great interest to all persons interested in the public library 
movement. Elsewhere in our columns we print a brief sketch 

of the life and work of “the chief pioneer of municipal public libraries.” 
The date generally accepted as that of his birth, December 14th, is 
regarded by some as doubtful, but is probably near enough for practical 
purposes. His retiring disposition resulted in the record of his life 
being doubtful or broken in places. The late Thomas Greenwood— 
another great library pioneer who has gone—collected all that could be 
collected in his valuable biography of Edward Edwards. It was his 
main regret that he could not obtain an authentic portrait of Edwards, 
and this regret we must all share, for a portrait brings reality to a verbal 
description. By the time these words appear in print, the Manchester 
Libraries Committee and the Library Assistants’ Association will each 
have paid public tribute to the memory of Edward Edwards, and their 
example will have been followed in private by all other library workers 
having any regard for the history of their calling. 


IN spite of numerous articles and at least one detailed report, many 
libraries persist in the use of staff time-sheets that cannot but have an 
adverse effect upon both staff and library. ‘The very nature of a 
librarian’s work necessitates plenty of fresh air and exercise if physical 
well-being is to be maintained, and some opportunity for recreation if 
that well-being is to be extended to mentality and morale. Much 
depends upon the financial resources of a library, we know, but bad 
staff hours are by no means confined to libraries having limited incomes. 
In at least two London boroughs the members of the staffs each 
are allowed one half-day in the week to themselves. For the 
remainder of the week they are tied down every morning, afternoon, 
and evening. In at least one library there is in addition a liberal 
sprinkling of occasions when members of the staff cannot leave their 
work until ten o’clock at night. Yet even in these conditions assistants 
are expected to devote time to self-improvement. Such an existence 
is merely a round of work, food, and sleep, and cannot be expected to 
foster the cheerful enthusiasm and patient courtesy so necessary in the 
working of our libraries. A circumstance that aggravates this state of 
affairs is that in the libraries where such conditions prevail the total 
number of staff working hours is practically the same as it is in libraries 
where a more reasonable view is taken of staff time. ‘he great mistake 
many chief librarians are making is in regarding their assistants 
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as beings apart—details of a cold-blooded mechanism—instead of 
human beings of similar social standing occupying subordinate profes- 
sional positions. This latter view is in no way incompatible with 
discipline, and makes a great difference in the attitude of a staff towards 
its work. We are putting much of the blame upon the chiet librarians, 
because it is largely their fault that unsatisfactory time-sheets prevail. 
‘The problem is one of the distribution of the working hours rather than 
their fofa/. It is possible to give every assistant some time to himself 
(or herself) every day, that can be employed in some educational or 
recreative manner, without lessening by one hour per week the working 
time of any assistant. Instead of three short spells of work occupying 
the morning, afternoon, and evening, two longer spells of work can be 
arranged to occupy the morning and evening, the morning and after- 
noon, or the afternoon and evening, thus leaving some part of each day 
clear. So far from the library suffering from such a change, it actually 
benefits, as has been proved by the experience of places that have 
made such a change. Then we must protest against a time-sheet being 
regarded as procrustean. So long as the work of the library does not 
suffer, it should be possible for assistants to exchange times or obtain 
reasonable special alterations in their times, without undue fuss and 
ceremony. Everyone has some social obligations to be fulfilled. 
Particularly should such alteration be possible in the cases where work 
ordinarily fills the greater part of each of the three formal divisions of 
our working day. 


THE CENTENARY OF EDWARD EDWARDS, 
1812-1912. 


© 


EW men have done so much to benefit their fellow men and have 
EF received so little recognition as Edward Edwards, the chief 
pioneer of the modern Public Library. We live in a matter-of-fact 
age, and it is only to be expected that the general reader who makes use 
of the Public Library should do so as a matter of course, without giving 
a thought to the genesis of the movement. It is, therefore, the more 
desirable that librarians and others specially interested in the library 
movement should at this time honour the memory of Edwards publicly. 
By so doing they will atone to some extent for their tardiness in 
according the honour due to their pioneer colleague, for it was not until 
February 7th, 1902, the sixteenth anniversary after his death that a 
monument was erected to mark his grave at Niton (Isle of Wight). 
Edward Edwards was born, it is supposed, in London on December 
14th, 1812, and was the son of Anthony Turner Edwards, a builder. 
Little is known of his early life, but he must have possessed intellectual 
talents far above the average. As was pointed out by the late Thomas 
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Greenwood in his biography of Edward Edwards “it is difficult in the 
absence of personal or other records, to trace the moulding forces 
which exercised the most potent influence upon the intellectua! develop- 
ment of Edwards. Only by studying his early associates and taking into 
account what is known of his youthful predilections and pursuits is it 
possible to arrive at any conclusion as to his gradual gravitation to a 
particular line of interests. The most remarkable feature of his career 
is the fact that, when but twenty-three years of age, he was called 
before a Parliamentary Committee to give evidence as to improvements 
in the administration of the British Museum. . . It is quite certain that 
Edwards must, from early boyhood, have been a student of the most 
diligent and earnest kind. He tells us himself that he used the British 
Museum during 1833-1834 almost daily, and thus it is evident that 
shortly after leaving school, he must have embarked upon a course of 
study calculated to fit him for the splendid work of his more mature 
years on behalf of Public Libraries.”’ 

Edwards was essentially a literary man, and his contributions to 
bibliography and librarianship are well known to librarians. It was his 
writings, and, in particular, a Statistical View of Public Libraries, 
contributed to the ‘Transactions of the Statistical Society of London, 
that induced Mr. Ewart to enter into a correspondence with him on the 
subject in 1848, which shortly afterwards led to the passing into law of the 
first of the Public Libraries Acts. Edwards’ great earnestness and enthu- 
siasm in the cause of establishing libraries for the people is seen in his 
evidence before the Parliamentary Committees of 1849 and 1850. It 
is not necessary to repeat this historical evidence ; those interested in 
the subject will find an excellent digest in the life of Ldward Edwards 
by Thomas Greenwood. 

In the course of his examination, on April 19th, 1849, Edwards 
stated that he had been an assistant in the department of printed 
books at the British Museum between ten and eleven years. Scant 
reference is made to him in the Report; it is, however, recorded in a 
blue book that “the thanks of the Committee are especially due to 
Mr. Edwards, of the British Museum, who has not only devoted a 
large portion of his time to the subject, but supplied to the Committee 
the result of his inquiries and his experience during many years.” 

In his work in connexion with the establishment of Public Libraries, 
Edwards is to some extent overshadowed by William Ewart and Joseph 
Brotherton, those large-minded politicians who took such an important 
part in the passing of the first of the Public Libraries Acts through 
Parliament. ‘These Members of Parliament being before the footlights 
received the larger share of praise, but it must not be forgotten that 
they were mainly indebted to Edwards, the man behind the scenes, for 
their information. 

In May, 1850, Edwards severed his official connexion with the 
British Museum, and shortly afterwards he was appointed as librarian 
and adviser to a Local Committee which had been formed in 
Manchester for the purpose of adopting the new Public Libraries Act 
and establishing a Public Library. In 1852 the Act was adopted, and 
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Edwards became Manchester's first public librarian at a salary of £200 
per annum, but held the position only for seven years. In the words 
of Dr. Richard Garnett, “ the salary was, indeed, grievously inadequate, 
but although the public had been taught the value of libraries they had 
yet to learn the value of librarians. Nevertheless, the opportunity of 
his life seemed to have come to him. Alas! it had not. There was 
something in the man’s nature which disqualified him for harmonious 
co-operation with superior authorities. His seven years’ service at 
Manchester, though full of useful work and highly honourable to him 
in many respects, terminated in his enforced resignation. From this 
time he lived the life of an author, and of a librarian undertaking 
special tasks with no binding official tie.” 

The last years of Edwards’ life were spent in the quaint old- 
fashioned village of Niton which is situated a few miles west of Ventnor, 
in the Isle of Wight. There he lived the life of a recluse. He was in 
receipt of a civil list pension of £80 per annum, granted to him in 
1883, out of which he had to lodge and dress himself, find money for 
printing, and help to support his surviving sister. His closing days 
were clouded by extreme poverty, but his proud nature rebelled against 
asking for help, which would in all probability have been given him 
had his straitened circumstances been known. 

On February 7th, 1886, Edward Edwards, the man who laid the 
foundation of the Public Library movement, passed away, and on 
kebruary roth he was buried in the churchyard of Niton. Sixteen 
years afterwards, a granite monument was erected to mark his grave, 
and this was inaugurated on February 7th, 1902, in the presence of a 
number of librarians and villagers. The monument bears the following 
inscription :— 

Cinis non finis (on the mon.). In memory of Edward 

Edwards. Born in London, December 14th, 1812. Died at 

Niton, Feb. 7, 1886. Man of Letters and Founder (with 

William Ewart and Joseph Brotherton) of Municipal Public 

Libraries. This monument has been placed over his grave in 

recognition of his work on behalf of Public Libraries by Thomas 

Greenwood. Inaugurated on Feb. 7, 1902, by Richard Garnett, 

Charles W. Sutton, William E. A. Axon, John J. Ogle. 

This act of piety and recognition may be regarded as an indication 
that the present school of librarians are fully alive to the importance of 
the pioneer work accomplished by Edwards without encouragement or 
support from his professional contemporaries. It is also right and 
proper that the honour due to Thomas Greenwood, who was mainly 
responsible for the rehabilitation of Edwards and his work, should be 
recognized by all present-day librarians, not only for the great amount 
of interest and enthusiasm he displayed in all matters connected with 
librarianship, but his act in placing a monument over the grave of 
Edwards to serve as a landmark to remind librarians that the success 
of the modern municipal library is due to the founders of the institution 
as much as to their living custodians. 

H. T. C. 
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A NOVEL LIBRARY EXPERIMENT. 
By A. Cecit Piper, Brighton Public Library. 


OME time ago an article appeared in these pages dealing in a 
somewhat satirical fashion with a proposal to establish small 
libraries in tramcars, while at a recent meeting of the Library 

Assistants’ Association, Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers made the suggestion 

that hotels and boarding houses in pleasure resorts should be made use 

of as small branch libraries in connection with the town library. But 
it has been left to the Rev. Frank Tatchell, M.A., Vicar of Midhurst, 

Sussex, to be the pioneer for the establishment of libraries at railway 

stations. The reverend gentleman has been responsible for many 

benefactions tou the town of Midhurst, and it is a novel and original 
way in which he includes visitors to the town within the scope of his 
schemes. It appears that he has placed a bookcase at each of the 
railway stations—in the refreshment room at the London, Brighton 
and South Coast Railway station, and in the corridor in that of the 

London and South Western Railway. Each bookcase holds about a 

dozen books dealing with various subjects. The following notice 

appears above each case:— 
“These books belong to the Vicar of Midhurst, and are 
entrusted to the care of those who use them. ‘Travellers are 
welcome to take a book with them on their journey if they 
will kindly replace it on return, or send it by post to 
the station master.” 


The simplicity of this scheme and the absolute trust of the Vicar in 
the travelling public is splendid. Here is Open Access carried beyond 
the dreams of even the most ardent believer in that system. It is not a 
safe-guarded system even. The borrowers are not asked to leave their 
names and addresses, and no rule restricting the length of time 
allowed for reading is insisted upon. It is good to know that the 
confidence thus reposed in the public has not been abused, although 
we are told that one or two books are missing. But it is just possible 
that an earnest reader has them and will return them in due course. 
The Rev. Mr. Tatchell should certainly prove a good supporter of Open 
Access when the time comes for Midhurst to adopt the Public Libraries 
Act, and one can imagine what an admirable Chairman of the Library 
Committee he would make. 

The travelling public have made free use of the volumes thus 
placed at their disposal, and the books seem to have given a great 
deal of pleasure to the users, judging from the number of delightful 
letters the Vicar has received from those who have taken advantage of 
his station libraries. The Vicar stated in an interview reported in the 
Sussex Daily News in August last, that borrowers are very good in 
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returning the books, and also said that Mr. Francis Stopford, the author, 
had sent him some of his own works to help fill the bookcases ; so that 
the scheme is evidently much appreciated. 

The Rev. Frank Tatchell is certainly well up in library practice, 
for the books are changed about every three weeks, thus giving a 
constant supply of fresh literature to those who are often travelling in 
that direction. This library scheme has been in use all the summer, 
and according to its originator has fully justified itself. We hope, 
therefore, that it will become a permanent institution. It is also 
interesting to note that the Vicar of Midhurst has utilised the same idea 
in his church, where he has placed a number of religious books for the 
free use of the public, which has also been greatly appreciated. We 
wish the Vicar every success in his novel enterprise, and trust that he 
may long be spared to act as its honorary librarian. 


CURRENT NEWS. 


[Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and changes, 
and other local ttems of general interest are particularly welcome. | 


9 


In his annual report to the Court of Governors of the National Library 
of Wales, the librarian (Mr. John Ballinger) gives some interesting 
particulars as to what has been accomplished within the past four years. 
He said they had been able to purchase out of limited funds some 
MSS. and a large number of important and rare books, while gilts, 
larger or smaller, had been received from donors, whose number ran 
into thousands, and ranged from wealthy patrons like the Duke of 
Devonshire, the Earl of Pembroke, and Mr. Pierpont Morgan, down to 
the humblest Welsh men and women. They had also received on 
desposit some important MSS. which could not be given outright, the 
custodians placing them in the library for use and safe custody. There 
must be many people who had in their possession valuable MSS. and 
records which they could not legally alienate, but which they would be 
glad to deposit on the same terms. Invaluable help had been received 
from the publishers and printers of Wales and Monmouthshire. Almost 
without exception they had sent work published or printed by them. 
The Library had, therefore, from the commencement of the year 1909 
a file of nearly every newspaper and periodical issued in the thirteen 
counties, and almost a complete representation of the literary activities 
over the same area for that period. ‘The work of binding, classifying 
and cataloguing the collections was proceeding steadily. The Copy- 
right Act, passed in December last, remedied what had hitherto placed 
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Wales at a great disadvantage as compared with her sister countries, 
by giving them the right to claim a copy of every book published in the 
United Kingdom. As soon as the temporary building was ready for 
occupation and they were prepared to admit readers, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer and the Lords of the Treasury provided the means to 
carry on the work of the National Library. The rapid growth in all 
directions, the need of a larger staff, the continued increase of the 
bookcases, the cost of bookbinding, and many other conditions which 
accompanied prosperity, had brought them near to the time when an 
application would have to be made for additional funds tor upkeep. 
Since the opening of the library to readers three years ago there had 
been a constant succession of workers, steadily engaged in pursuing 
some special line of study or research. Celtic scholars of eminence 
from at home and abroad had visited the library to consult its MSS 
and rare books. Many of them had required verifications and some- 
times photographs to continue their work. So far every one has been 
satisfied. 

The Chairman said that the Treasury had promised £ 30,000 for the 
financial year ending March next, provided they raised a like sum by 
subscription, and he was glad to say that £25,000 had been received, 
and £2,200 had been promised towards the remaining £5,000. In 
the next financial year they would have £20,000 more from the 
Treasury on condition that a like sum was raised by subscription. 
We are pleased to note that, all things being considered, the National 
Library is in this satisfactory financial position. Up to the present, the 
development of the institution has been continuously rapid—a clear 
indication of the enthusiasm behind the movement. 


WE are pleased to notice that in a proposed amendment of the statutes 
for the management of University College, London, the importance of 
the position of the librarian is recognised. Having regard to the 
increasing importance of the libraries as a factor in University educa- 
tion, the statute provides that the librarian shall become an ex officio 
member of the board. ‘lhe advisability of this new departure will be 
seen when it is recalled that the librarian at University College is in 
charge of a department organised in accordance with the most modern 
principles of research, and larger than many of the other departments. 
It seemed anomalous that the head of a department should be on the 
board, while the head of such an important department as the library, a 
branch which affected so many other departments, should not occupy a 
similar position. 


THE cost of the extensions at Lochee Branch Library (Dundee) has 
amounted to £1,504 11s. 7d. ; the City Architect’s estimate was 


£1,500. 


On November 15th a fire occurred at the Hutchesontown District 
Library, Glasgow. ‘The fire is supposed to have been caused by the 
overheating of the steam pipes on the first floor. The woodwork of two 
reading-rooms was ignited and the fire spread to two other reading- 
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rooms and a passage on the ground floor. The damage, which is 
estimated at 4,500, was chiefly confined to the woodwork and ceilings 
of the building, little or no damage being done to the contents of the 
library. 

Some of the libraries and other public buildings in New York are using 
floors made of cement mixed with sawdust. The sawdust cement is 
said to be warmer and quieter in use than any other flooring, but it is 
only suitable for use indoors. 


A coursr of six lectures onthe “History and Progress of the Arts of 
Printing and Bookmaking” will be delivered by Mr. R. A. Peddie, at 
the St. Bride Foundation Institute, on Monday evenings at 7 p.m., 
commencing on January 13th. 

Ir is proposed to form a textile library in connexion with the 
textile school at the Huddersfield Technical College. ‘The scheme 
includes textile letterpress of all kinds, and pictures illustrative of the 
development of the woollen manufactures. 


THe Southampton Libraries Committee propose to erect a branch 
library at Portswood, and it has been decided to submit the plans of 
the library to Dr. Carnegie. 

A SMALL branch of the Hull Public Libraries will be opened in Hedon 
Road as soon as the necessary alterations can be made. 

CHE Rhondda (S. Wales) District Council have received a letter from 
the Lady Lewis Colliery Lodge, Porth, intimating that a resolution had 
heen passed at a representative meeting of the workmen in favour of 
requesting the Council to put the Public Libraries Act in force in order 
that a Public Library might be erected at Porth. 

PERSONS residing outside the city boundary of Norwich have hitherto 
not been permitted to use the lending department of the Norwich 
Public Library. Arrangements have now been made whereby they can 
do so on payment of a small charge annually. 

Tue first mecting of the newly formed Bibliographical Society of 
Glasgow was held on November 18th in Baillie’s Library. 
NEGOTIATIONS are proceeding at Ealing with reference to a proposed 
new branch library for the southern portion of the district. 

Tue sale of the Hoe Library is still producing big prices. A Latin 
manuscript on vellum, executed in Italy during the early part of the 
sixteenth century was sold recently for £3,040. The manuscript is 
embellished by nine full page miniatures, beautifully executed, eighty- 
seven illuminated borders, and numerous ornamental initials. A 
fifteenth century Hore, with sixteen fine miniatures and_ borders, 
probably executed at Rouen, brought 41,300, and an Italian manu- 
script on vellum of the Triumphs of Petrarch, Florence (end of the 
fifteenth century), understood to have been executed for Lorenzo de 
Medici, was bought by Mr. Quaritch for £750. This manuscript is 
remarkable for its six exquisite ornamental borders. So far over 
£372,000 has been realized. 
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‘THROUGH the hearty co-operation of the head-masters of the elemen- 
tary schools in the Liverpool district, a series of talks to children have 
been arranged to take place in the children’s department of the Walton 
and Fazakerley Library. The talks will generally be given on Wednes- 
day afternoons at 3.30, and it is expected that they will be continued 
until May. ‘The first of the series was given on November 15th by 
Mr. John T. Bebbington, head-master of Northcote Road Council 
Schools to three sets of children from Northcote Road School (Boys), 
St. John’s, and Walton Vale R.C. The subject selected was entitled 
“The Romance of the Air.” All the available books on this subject 
were gathered together, and gave the lecturer valuable assistance. The 
children had a cyclostyled synopsis of the lesson with sketches placed 
in their hands, and were thus enabled to follow the lecture with 
intelligent interest. In addition, larger drawings and paintings of 
balloons, dirigible airships, and flying machines were used to illustrate 
the chief points of the lesson. Mr. George T. Shaw, chief librarian, 
and Mr. James Ross, librarian at the Walton Library are to be 
congratulated upon the character and promising success of these talks. 


PERSONAL. 


REsIDENTs of the district of Hounslow have presented a purse of gold 
to Mr. LD. Loinaz, who recently resigned the post of chief librarian, and 
is proceeding to America. 


Miss RICHMOND, senior assistant, British Library of Political Science, 
London School of Economics, has been appointed Librarian of the 
British Institute of Social Service. Miss H. A. FUNNELL, children’s 
librarian, Hampstead Public Libraries, has been appointed in succession 
to Miss Richmond. Miss BRoMLEy, assistant, Islington Public 
Libraries, has been appointed in succession to Miss Funnel. 

Miss F. M. Jerrerson, of the Brighton Public Library, has been 
appointed first assistant in the Bromley (Kent) Public Library. 

Mr. E. A. Peppietre, of the Birmingham University Library, has been 
appointed second assistant in the Liverpool University Library ; Mr. 
DD. ELAND Woop has been promoted to senior assistant in the Liverpool 
University Library. 
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A BRITISH LIBRARY ITINERARY. 


By James Durr Brown. 


Ill. 


LONDON CENTRE. 
For more detailed information see “ Zhe Libraries of London: a 
guide to students, by Reginald A. Rye. 1910. 


CITY AND EAST LONDON. 

Stepney (280,024). This is a Metropolitan Council area 
comprising the old parishes of Limehouse, Mile End Old Town, 
St. George’s-in-the-East, and Whitechapel, each of which had libraries 
before their amalgamation. This is the Jewish quarter in London, and 
special work is done at the Whitechapel Library by the provision of 
Jewish literature. Whitechapel Library, in the High Street, has a very 
large newsroom, and here may be seen practically every type of Jew. 
All the branches above named are features of interest, and the Central 
Library, Bancroft Road, is close to the Peoples’ Palace. There is a 
special collection of books for the blind at the St. George’s-in-the-East 
Library. It is proposed to convert the libraries gradually to the open 
access system. Librarian: Albert Cawthorne. 

Students’ Free Library, ‘Toynbee Hall, 28, Commercial Road, is 
just round the corner from the Whitechapel Public Library. This is a 
settlement in connection with Universities, and is a teaching centre. A 
number of University students live here, and give lectures on various 
subjects to the working classes. The Hall is often the centre of a great 
amount of social work among the poorer people of the neighbourhood. 


SISHOPSGATE INsTITUTE, Bishopsgate. Close to Liverpool Street 
Station. An endowed library, consisting of a lending department for 
readers in the East part of the City, and Reference Department. Has 
a very extensive collection of London books, prints, maps, &c. 
Librarian: C. W. F. Goss. ‘There is alsoa large Lecture Hall. 


CRipPLecaTE INstiTuTE, Golden Lane, E.C. Another endowed 
institution, designed as a library for the West part of the City of 
London, with a very large charitable side. It has a large collection of 
books on industrial subjects, and art design. ‘There are branches at 
69, Queen Street, Cheapside, and at St. Luke’s Institute, Radnor 
Street, E.C., and the St. Bride Foundation Institute, noted later. 


GUILDHALL Liprary, King’s Street, E.C., forms part of the 
Guildhall. Has a large general reference library with a Reading 
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Room attached, and possesses an interesting museum of London 
antiquities. Although the collection is general in character it contains a 
magnificent library of books on London, and a very fine collection of 
prints, maps, and other pictorial matter referring to the City. The 
National Dickens Library is also kept here, and there are also collec- 
tions of various sorts. 

The Guildhall Library must on no account be skipped in the 
visitation of London Libraries. Librarian: Bernard Kettle. 


Sr. Paut’s CATHEDRAL Liprary. Situated in the Cathedral. 
Contains over 20,000 books and pamphlets. The library is largely 
theological, but there are extensive collections of London books and 
maps. Application to be made to the librarian for permission to view 
the Library. 


St. BripE FounpatIoN INstirutTE, Bride Lane, Fleet Street, E.C. 
A general library open to residents and employees in the West part of the 
City, and is a branch of the Cripplegate Institute. Librarian: F. W. T. 
Lange. In connection with this there is a technical library containing 
the collections of the late William Blades on Printing, and other 
collections presented by J. Passmore Edwards. It is the library of the 
printing and allied trades in London, and has some interesting special 
collections. Librarian: R. A. Peddie. 


Sion Co..ece, Victoria Embankment. A special library designed 
for the benefit of the clergy of the Diocese of London. At one time 
possessed the privilege, under the Copyright Law, of receiving a copy 
of every publication issued in the United Kingdom. Contains a number 
of early printed books and manuscripts, and has a good collection of 
early Bibles. The Reading Room and Library is a very handsome 
apartment. Librarian: Charles H. Limbrick. 


PareNT Orrick Liprary, 25 Southampton Buildings, Chancery 
Lane. Contains printed patent specifications of all countries, and a 
very fine collection of technical books. There are also in boxes on 
open shelves current numbers of most of the technical journals in the 
world. ‘There is a printed catalogue, and the Library is accessible to 
anyone who signs his or her name and address in the book in the Hall. 
The Library is arranged on the open shelf system, and is one of the 
most liberally administered Government Libraries in Britain. The 
Patent Office Library is a department of the Patent Office, which is 
under the control of the Board of Trade. Librarian: E. W. Hulme, B.A. 


Pustic Recorp Orricr, Chancery Lane. Contains all public docu- 
ments, including an immense number of valuableand interesting historical 
manuscripts. ‘The Domesday Book and other valuable records are 
kept here. Access can be obtained if application is made to any of the 
custodians. The Library is mainly intended for the use of the staff, but 
select parties of the general public are occasionally admitted. 
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CENTRAL AND NORTH LONDON 
Hackney, Borough of (222,587). Central Library building in 
Mare Street, near the Town Hall. A new building with all the usual 
departments. The Library is worked cn Open Access system, and 
has a special Reading Room for Children. One branch has been 
opened, and others are in contemplation. The Library possesses some 
very valuable local collections. Librarian: Thomas Aldred. 


IsLincton, Borough of (327,423). In point of population this 
is the largest Borough in the metropolis and is a very large and 
crowded residential district. The Central Library in Holloway 
Road is run throughout on the Open Access system, with the Subject 
Classification, and contains a large Lecture Room in addition to a 
Reference, Lending, and Children’s Room, and Periodical Reading 
Room. Women staff employed throughout. 

The North Branch, Manor Gardens, Upper Holloway, is one of the 
busiest branch libraries in the world, and is planned on the radiating 
system to obtain oversight in the Lending Department. Here there is 
a smali Lecture Hall and Children’s Department. The West branch, 
Thornhill Square, is a busy Library also, but is chiefly noticeable for 
the use made of it by children. Librarian: James Duff Brown. 


University CoLiecr, Gower Street, contains a number of large 
special libraries which together form a very fine general collection. 
There are a number of very handsome rooms, full of interesting 
collections. Librarian: R. W. Chambers, M.A. 

British Musrtum. It is unnecessary to describe this great 
National Library, which is known to all librarians. The special 
collections are probably unique, and its Reading Room is one of the 
sights of London. Chief Librarian: Dr. F. G. Kenyon. 


Pusiic Liprary, 198, High Holborn. ‘This Borough 
is formed out of the amalgamation of the old Holborn district and St. 
Giles’s, Bloomsbury. The chief building is in High Holborn, and 
contains the usual departments worked by means of an_ indicator. 
The branch is housed in temporary premises, and has no feature of 
importance. Librarian: W. A. Taylor. 


Royat Co.LeGe or SurGrons, Lincoln's Inn Fields. A large 
general medical library, containing current magazines and transactions 
of learned societies. Has a card catalogue and a spacious Reading 
Room. The great Medical Museum Collection of John Hunter is 
housed in this building. Librarian: Victor G. Plarr, M.A. At No. 13 in 
this square is also situated Sir John Soane’s Museum of miscellaneous 
antiquities, pictures, &c. 

Lonpon Scuoot. or Economics, Clare Market, off Kingsway 
This contains the British Library of Political Science a huge collection 
of books and documents dealing with political and economical subject 
including Local Government. Library open to students, and it is here 
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that the classes in Librarianship are held in preparation for the Library 
Association certificates and diplomas. ‘The building was founded by 
Mr. Passmore Edwards. Librarian: B. M. Headicar. 


Finsbury Pupiic Liprary, Skinner Street, Clerkenwell, E.C. 
One of the first libraries in London, erected on a small angular site. In 
this library the safe-guarded open-access system was first introduced in 
1893. There are two small branches, but these have comparatively 
little interest. Betting news is obliterated, and there is a Children’s 
Room in the Central Library. Librarian : H. G. T. Cannons. 


In this parish, in St. John’s Street, off Clerkenwell Road, is the 
restored Gateway and new hall of the Grand Priory of the Order of 
St. John of Jerusalem in England. There is a library relating to the 
Order kept in St. John’s Gate, which is the head-quarters also of the 
St. John’s Ambulance. The Gate and the Hall are well worth seeing, as 
it has memories of Dr. Samuel Johnson, Zhe Gentleman’s Magazine, and 
other notable events. ‘This is the only complete gate left in London. 
Nearby, there is the Priory Church of St. John, which includes a 
remarkable crypt and remains showing the circular walls of the church. 
Both crypt and gate can be seen on application to Mr. H. W. Fincham, 
Churchwarden, Spa Works, Northampton Row, E.C., in the immediate 
proximity. 

HampsteaD Pusiic Lipraries. Central Library, Finchley Road, 
can be reached from St. Pancras Station, linchley Road, or North 
London Railway from Broad Street, or Highbury, Islington to Finchley 
and Frognal Station, the latter is close beside the library. The Central 
building contains a very good Reference Department, including the 
collection of the late Henry Morley. The charging is by means of 
indicator in the Central Library, and open access in the branches. 
Librarian: W. E. Doubleday. 


WEST LONDON 


Royat Society or Mrpicinr, Wimpole Street, near Cavendish 
Square. This Institution comprises the Libraries of a number of 
medical and surgical societies which have been amalgamated and 
housed in a new building. ‘This is a very fine example of a scientific 
library, with spacious and elegant main reading hall and various store 
and other rooms appropriate to a large library. There are finely fitted 
up lecture halls and accommodation for clinical and other purposes. 
It is, in short, a combination of a library, a school, and a club. The 
building itself is handsome and well appointed. Secretary: J. Y. W. 
MacAlister ; Librarian: C. R. Hewitt. 


Lonpon Liprary, St. James’s Squae, is a large subscription 
Library founded by Carlyle, Gladstone, Milman, Hallam, and others. 
lt contains a quarter of a million volumes and is arranged in a series 
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of rooms, some of which are of iron construction throughout, on the 
plan of the American book-stacks. There are handsome reading rooms, 
and the classification is alphabetical by subjects. It has elaborate 
printed author and subject catalogues. Librarian: C. T. Hagberg 
Wright, LL.D. 

Boarp oF EpucaTion Lisrary, Charles Street, Whitehall, is a 
library of books on educational subjects, and has recently been 
re-classified and removed to special rooms. It has a_ special 
classification and printed and manuscript catalogues. Librarian: A. E. 
Twentyman. It is open for public reference. 


Roya. CoLoniAL Institute, Northumberland Avenue. A library 
composed chiefly of books on the British Colonies. There is a large 
reading room where colonial newspapers are kept. It is a private 
Institute, but access is easily obtained on application to the librarian. 
It has a very valuable collection of books on the British Colonies. 
Librarian : P. Evans Lewin 

WESTMINSTER Pupiic Lipraries. There are three general 
libraries belonging to this city, which were all established separately by 
different parishes before the City of Westminster was amalgamated in 
1899. ‘The most central is the original Westminster Library in Gt. 
Smith Street, behind Westminster Abbey. The old St. Martin-in-the- 
Fields Library is at the Tralalgar Square end of St. Martin’s Lane, and 
the present Central Library in Buckingham Palace Road, near Victoria 
Station. There is also a branch in South Audley Street. St. Martin’s 
Library has a mosaic paved Reading Room, and rather a nice 
Reference Department. The Gt. Smith Street building has a rate- 
payers’ room, and the usual departments, whilst the Buckingham 
Palace Road Library is a spacious nicely planned building worked in 
the Lending Department by means of an indicator. Librarian: Frank 
Pacy. 

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MusEuM, South Kensington. In addition 
to the magnificent collection of art and other objects contained in this 
museum there are several special libraries. ‘The Art Library, the 
Science Library, and prints and engravings, which are well worth 
visiting. Librarian of the Art Library: James H. Palmer. ‘The 
Science Library, which includes the books of the geological survey, and 
the Museum of Practical Geology, Librarian: L. W. Fulcher. Prints 
and Engravings: E. F. Strange. 


University or Lonpon Liprary, South Kensington, S.W., 
opposite the Imperial Institute. Contains the Goldsmith Library of 
books on Economics and other subjects. Librarian: Reginald A. Rye. 


Pusiic Liprary, Manresa Road, King’s Road. 
Adjoining the South-Western Polytechnic, has a large collection of art 
books, a nicely fitted Reference Department, and Children’s Room in 
the Basement on the American plan. Has special collections relating 
to Thomas Carlyle and Keats. Librarian : J. H. Quinn. 
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SOUTH LONDON. 


LAMBETH PaLace Liprary, has nearly 50,000 printed books and 
manuscripts, mostly theological in character. The Reading Room, 
which is very imposing, is open to the public for reference purposes, 
and should be visited before four o’clock in the afternoon. Librarian: 
Rev. Claude Jenkins, M.A. 

Lambeth Public Libraries, including the Tate Central Library, 
Brixton Oval, S.W., branches at Herne Hill Road, Kennington, North 
Lambeth, South Lambeth Road, West Norwood, and branches jointly 
with Camberwell in the Minet Building, Knatchbull Road, and jointly 
with Croydon at Upper Norwood. Herne Hill Road and Upper Norwood 
are on the open access system; the others are all indicator libraries. 
There is a Children’s Library at the Minet building in Knatchbull 
Road. ‘The Central Library possesses a collection relating to Sir 
Francis Bacon. Librarian: F. J. Burgoyne. 


BaTTeERSEA Pupiic Lrpraries. Central building, Lavender Hill, 
with branches at Lurline Gardens, Lammas Hail, Bridge Road West, 
and Plough Road. Has a collection of music anda museum. Lectures 
and Children’s Recreation Rooms. Librarian: Lawrence Inkster. 


WanpswortH Pusiic Lipraries, comprise Streatham, Wands- 
worth, Clapham and Putney. ‘The present Borough of Wandsworth is 
formed by the amalgamation of the districts mentioned and some others. 
Most of these libraries are administered on ordinary English lines with 
indicators and dictionary catalogues. Each district has a different 
librarian, Streatham having Thomas Everett ; Wandsworth, C. T. Davis ; 
Clapham, J. Reed Welsh ; Putney, William T. Bradley. 


Croypon (169,559). An independent County Borough area in 
Surrey. The Central Library forms part of the Town Hall, and 
possesses a very fine Reading Room called the Braithwaite Hall. The 
Lending Department is worked on the open access principle, as also 1s 
the Reference Department. A special collection of great interest is the 
Photographic Survey and Record of Surrey. Other activities are library 
talks, lectures, reading circles, exhibitions, &c. ‘There are branches at 
South Norwood, ‘Thornton Heath, and Upper Norwood, which is 
supported jointly with the Borough of Lambeth. Librarian: L. S. Jast. 
This is one of the most progressive Public Libraries in England, and 
has been influential on modern library practice in Britain. 


TOWNS SOUTH OF LONDON. 


BourRNEMOUTH, HampPsuiRE (78,677). High-class watering place. 
One Central and four branch libraries. ‘The Central Library is a new 
building and has several features of much interest, including a music 
collection of a very valuable and complete nature. The whole of 
the libraries are conducted on the open access system, and possess a 
good collection of local works. Apart from the library the town and its 
environs are very beautiful, and it is a famous health resort. 
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PorTsMOUTH, HAMPSHIRE (231,165). Public Library, removed 
from the Town Hall to a new building in Town Hall Square, Park 
Road. ‘The libraries are all worked on the indicator system and there 
are three branches in various parts of the town. Librarian: Tweed 
D. A. Jewers. 

WorTHING, SussEX (33,308). Public Library housed ina new 
building of good design. Has a special Sussex collection and an Art 
Gallery and Museum. The library is organized on the open access 
system, and is managed by a female staff. Librarian: Marian Frost. 


Hove, Sussex (42,173). Public Library, Church Road. Organised 
in a well-designed library on the open access system, with Dewey 
classification. Has the nucleus of a small Museum. Librarian: John 
W. Lister. The Borough of Hove adjoins Brighton. 


BRIGHTON, SuSSEX (131,250). Has a Public Library organised on 
the open access system, with a Mvseum, Art Gallery, and various 
special collections of books and birds. Some important art exhibitions 
are held here from time to time, and the library building is near the 
celebrated Brighton Pavilion. Librarian: H. D. Roberts. 


TOWNS WEST AND NORTH OF LONDON. 


READING, (75,214). Central Library contains the 
usual departments. Method of charging: open access and card 
charging. Classification : Brown’s Adjustable. ‘There is an Art Gallery 
and Museum, School Libraries and Children’s Reading Rooms. One 
branch library. Librarian: W. H. Greenhough. This is a convenient 
point from which to visit Windsor Castle and Eton. 


Hornsey, Mrippiesex (84,602). Central Library, Tottenham 
Lane, near Hornsey Station. There are two branch libraries, and the 
Central Library has a collection of North London prints and engravings. 
Charging method: open access and cards. Classification: Brown’s 
Adjustable. Librarian: Thomas Johnston. 


WALTHAMSTOW, Essex (124,597). Central Library, High Street. 
Branch library, Higham’s Park. Delivery stations in connection with 
schools, special collection of Essex literature. &c. Central Library : 
indicator for fiction, open access for non-fiction. Has a juvenile section 
and lecture room. Librarian: G. E. Roebuck. 


Sr. ALBANs, HERTFORDSHIRE (18,132). Tublic Library, housed 
in new Carnegie building. Open access to all departments. Special 
Ladies’ Room. Librarian: E. W. Green. The Abbey Church of St. 
Albans has been restored in modern times, and has been the cause of 
much controversy. The surroundings are very picturesque, and the 
whole district is full of historical interest. 


Luton, BeprorpsHire (50,000). Has a new Carnegie building 
for Public Library purposes, close to the Town Hall. Charging 
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methods : open access in all departments. Betting news obliterated. 
Librarian: Thomas E. Maw. ‘This town is the centre of the straw- 
plaiting industry. 

NorwicH, NORFOLK (121,493). Public Library organised on old- 
fashioned lines, but now being re-organised. Has a collection of local 
material. Librarian: G. A. Stephen. The Norfolk and Norwich 
Library, 1784, was an old subscription library, which has been re- 
organised after burning in 1898. A great feature of Norwich is the 
magnificent Cathedral. 

CAMBRIDGE (40,028). Like Oxford, Cambridge possesses a large 
number of college libraries, some of them of great interest. The 
University Library obtains books under the Copyright Act, and 
has many special collections. Librarian: Francis Jenkinson. A 
collection which is well worth examining is the FitzWilliam Museum. 
MAGDALENE COLLEGE, containing Library of Samuel Pepys, Peterhouse 
College Library, Queen’s College, and Trinity Hali Library, which 
contains a chained collection. The Public Library is arranged on old- 
fashioned lines and contains the usual departments. ‘There are three 
small branch reading rooms. Librarian: W. A. Fenton. 

PETERBOROUGH, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE (33,578). Public Library 
organised on ordinary lines, with Lending and Reference Departments 
work :d by means of indicators and the Dewey Classification. Librarian : 
W. J. Willcock. The Cathedral is one of the most famous in England, 
and has a small library attached. 


[THe Enp.} 
PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 


o 
M R. D. RHYS PHILLIPS has supplied us with a valuable and 


interesting addition to the literature of library history in his 

Romantic History of the Monastic Libraries of Wales: from the 
tifth to the sixteenth centuries (Celtic and mediaval periods), published by 
the author at Beili Glas, 15, Chaddesley ‘Terrace, Swansea ; roy. 8vo., 62 
pp., price 3s. 6d. ‘The work is a re-publication, with additions, of the 
writer’s articles that appeared in Zhe Library Association Record, and 
fully deserves the wider publicity that its issue in this form will ensure. 
The task of collecting the information for this book, the first on the 
subject, must have been heavy and trying, especially as the author 
seems to have placed on record only statements that are well supported 
by evidence. ‘The nature of the work prevents us from attempting to 
describe its contents at any length, particularly as Mr. Phillips does 
not merely confine himself to the history of the various libraries, but also 
has much to tell of the more interesting portions of their contents. 
We can assure our readers the word “romantic” in the title is by no 
means misapplied. The book should be added to every librarian’s library. 
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REVIEWS. 


ENGLISH EPIC POETRY. 


The latest addition to the valuable *‘ Channels of English literature” 
series is a volume by Prof. W. Macneile Dixon on Zaglish £pic and 
Heroic Poetry (1912; crn. 8vo., pp. xi. +339; Messrs J. M. Dent & 
Sons, Ltd., price 5s. net). An interesting preliminary section defines 
the epic and describes its varieties. | After a chapter dealing with the 
lay and ballad sources of the epic, the author comes to “ Beowulf” and 
the other early authentic epics, and proceeds to give an ordered 
chronological description and estimate of this poetic school down to 
the narrative poets of the nineteenth century. Librarians who 
remember Professor Dixon’s presidency over the Library Association 
will need no assurance that this book is as full of interest and charm 
as it is of learning. ‘The subject is of great extent, but of it the reader 
gets a comprehensive and yet detailed view. Characteristics that add 
largely to the interest of the book are that a wide view is taken of the 
the meaning of “epic,” and that the illustrations and comparisons are 
taken from the epic poetry of all countries and times; in this respect 
the book is more comprehensive than its title, but only so far as to 
enable the author to make his presentation of each epic poet stand out 
clearly against its literary background. 


PARALLEL PATHS. 


A new edition of Mr. T. W. Rolleston’s Paral! Paths: a study 
tn biology, ethics, and art has been included in Messrs. Duckworth & 
Co.’s “ Reader’s Library ” (1912; crn. 8vo., pp. xv. + 2y9 ; price 2s. 6p. 
net). ‘This is one of the most interesting attempts to solve the 
problem of the unknown quantity behind many of the phenomena of 
life. Biological and physical science has made great strides since 
Darwin brought about his tremendvus scientific upheaval, and much 
knowledge of life and its phenomena on the purely material side has 
accumulated. In spite of all efforts, however, there remains much that 
cannot be explained on a purely physical or material basis—all the 
phenomena of development and reproduction, for example, and under- 
lying all the life processes. Under the three divisions, of biology, 
ethics, and art, the author endeavours to arrive at some realization of 
the characteristics of this unknown power, showing how it seems to 
bring into unity the phenomena of the physical world and the moral 
and esthetic facuities of man. The present position of scientific 
knowledge is stated clearly and simply, and the relation of that 
knowledge to the problem is sanely set forth. No special preliminary 
knowledge is required by readers. 
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INSTINCT AND EXPERIENCE. 

Professor C. Lloyd Morgan’s book on J/nstinct and Experience 
(1912; crown 8vo., pp., xii.+299; Messrs. Methuen & Co., Ltd., 
price 5s. net) has some features in common with Mr. Rolleston’s book, 
noted above. His main purpose is to shew that there is complete 
unity between all inorganic, organic, and mental processes and products, 
resolving into one science of nature. The book is complementary to 
the same author’s ‘* Animal Behaviour,” and “ Habit and Instinct,” and 
further develops the theories expressed in those books. He contends 
that in living creatures there is an hereditary automatic instinct which 
governs various actions in their beginning, and that this instinctive 
behaviour is subsequently modified or guided by intelligence or the 
acquired meaning gained by experience. After a consideration of this 
theory in various examples, he proceeds to apply a similar reasoning to 
mental processes and tendencies and hereditary dispositions. A 
knowledge of biological and psychological terminology is presupposed, 
but otherwise the argument is perfectly straightforward and clear. 


NATURE PARABLES. 

The Garden of Voices (Knight’s Library, Ventnor, I.W.; 1912, 107 
pp., price 1s. net), by Hettie Travers, is a book to take up at the end 
of a busy day. Miss Travers inculcates many needful lessons, in a 
series of nature parables, with a simplicity and charm of style which is 
refreshing. ‘This littie book of stories should especia'ly appeal to 
children and to those interested in the education of the young. The 
book is very daintily bound, and in this respect is more suitable for a 
private than a public library. 


VARRO ON FARMING. 

Messrs. G. Bell & Co., Ltd., have added to the Bohn’s Library 
Series a translation of Marcus ‘Terentius Varro’s “ Rerum Rusticarum,” 
by Lloyd Storr-Best, under the title of Varro on Farming (1912, Xxxi+ 
375 Pp. price 5s.). The reading public owes a debt of gratitude to both 
the translator and the publishers for the publication of this interesting 
classic. The works of Varro, though originally numerous, appear to 
have been singularly unfortunate in being destroyed. As the translator 
in his introduction says: ‘It is most singular, that out of the enormous 
mass of writings which Varro left behind him—in the preface to the 
Hebdomades he tells us that he was eighty-four years old and had then 
written four hundred and ninety books—this treatise on farming is the 
only one which remains to us in anything approaching completeness.” 
The present work is scientifically arranged, and deals in a practical way 
with agriculture proper ; cattle, horses, pigs, sheep, &c. ; and birds and 
smaller stock. We do not possess sufficient technical knowledge of the 
subject to state whether modern agriculturalists are likely to learn 
anything that they do not already know, but as a specimen of the work 
of a contemporary of Cicero the book is of great interest. For this 
reason a copy should be added to every library. 
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PARABLES FROM NATURE. 


A new edition of Mrs. Gatty’s Paradles from Nature is a welcome 
addition to ‘‘ Bohn’s Standard Library” (Messrs. Geo. Bell & Sons, 
Ltd., 1912; illus., port., cr. 8vo., pp. xxviil. + 492; price 3s. 6d.). This 
copyright edition contains notes on the natural history, and a memoir 
of the author by her daughter, Mrs. Ewing. The illustrations of 
Holman Hunt, Burne-Jones, Tenniel, and others are included. 
Altogether a pleasant and serviceable issue of this well-known work. 


NOTES ON THE ARRANGEMENT AND 
COMPILATION OF BIBLIOGRAPHIES. 


By Coupiann, Library, Blackburn. 


HERE have been contributions to the various professional 
journals from time to time on the arrangement and compilation 
of bibliographies, but the subject is by no means “ threadbare ”, 

and in consequence of this, I venture to submit a few notes on the 
question of arrangement in bibliographies. 

The principal factor governing the arrangement of any bibliography 
may be rightly said to consist of the subject matter in hand, or, in other 
words, the whole structure of the production must be made subservient 
or conducive to the material to be dealt with. Although something 
may be said in favour of each kind of arrangement, and the pro and 
con may be cited to all the varying rules which regulate the placing of 
originals, translations, pseudonymous and anonymous literature, the 
first consideration in the formation of any bibliography is the purpose 
and extent of the work required. 

One may have all the entries in a bibliography full of the most 
valuable detail, and the rules adopted may be even based on scientific 
and uniform principles, yet lack of foresight may have applied them 
wrongly. The result is that they fail to harmonize with the material 
set forth, and the value of simplicity which is essential to a successtul 
production, is overshadowed by intricate and conflicting arrangement. 

When the purpose for which the bibliography is intended has been 
fully considered, and the extent to which in its compilation one is 
prepared to go, an acquaintance with all the possible forms of arrange- 
ment will probably suggest some acceptable solution, as to what is the 
most effective form to display conveniently and comprehensively the 
particular subject and material in question. 
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Providing it is found that any one method, or combination of two 
or more methods is satisfactory, it must not be forgotten that the 
arrangement which has found favour must be made intelligible and 
constantly visible to the eye. Further, that whenever it is found 
advisable to depart from the strict adopted sequence in the grouping of 
sub-headings (may be to allow a certain degree of appropriateness in 
grouping), the principles laid down, or the modifications introduced, 
must readily explain themselves to the reader ; as the system which can 
only be understood by the compiler, or requires a syllabus or elaborate 
index as a guide to the arrangement, stands self condemned. 

Most bibliographies fail by attempting to supply in one limited 
alphabet all the advantages possessed by all existing forms. It is quite 
evident that no single sequence can meet all demands, that any 
method must have detailed indexes and references, to be capable of 
answering all questions put to it, and that although one may definitely 
settle the form of individual entries as regards their particulars, it 
cannot be ruled that all must be arranged chronologically, by authors, 
or by subjects. 

Bibliographies are generally arranged by Authors ; by Subjects (in 
alphabetical or classified order) ; Chronologically by dates of publica- 
tion; by Nations and Languages ; by Place of Publication or Printing ; 
or by the First Word of each title. Of these methods the one naturally 
selected is that best suited to the purpose for which the bibliography is 
promoted. Often enough it is found that two methods in combination 
will be most convenient. 

Author bibliographies, as their name implies, are arranged in an 
alphabetical sequence of authors’ names. ‘They are practically useless 
as a guide to the student of any subject, unless the author is known in 
every case, although the provision of a good subject index will to a 
great extent supply this guidance. The entries themselves may be 
arranged alphabetically or chronologically, the alphabetical method 
being the more useful. The chronological order, however, points out 
the latest writings of each author, and in this respect is frequently of 
much service. Complete works should obviously be placed before 
single ones, and translations and criticisms follow the originals. 

The only real instance where the alphabetical author arrangement 
is satisfactory is where entries are consulted simply to obtain their 
particulars, without any desire to examine their particular subject 
matter. Ex.: 

Brunet, Jacques Charles. Manuel du libraire et de l’'amateur 
de livres. 6 vols. 1860-5. 

Grasse, J.G. T. ‘Trésor de livres rares et precieux. 7 vols. 
1859. 

Hain, L. lk. T. Repertorium bibliographicum ad annum M.D. 
1826-38. 

A fine example of the perfection to which an Author Bibliography 
may be brought, however, is to be seen in the Catalogue of Books in 
the Library of the British Museum printed in England, Scotland, and 
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Ireland, and of books in English printed abroad, to the vear 1640. 
london, 1884. 3 vols. It is arranged by Authors, but has indexes of 
Titles, Topics, Printers, and Publishers. 

Perhaps the most useful form for the student and general reader is 
the Classified arrangement, in which the material is arranged under 
large divisions, and as many sub-divisions under them, as the material 
under treatment necessitates. These sub-divisions may be arranged 
alphabetically or by natural sequence, and the material brought under 
the particular one they naturally fit. An appended author index will 
satisfy all demands made for books by particular authors. It will also 
be found necessary with this method to arrange some subjects chrono 
logically or historically regardless of the alphabetical sequence or dates 
viz :—George I comes before George III, even though some of the 
material under George I was written later than, or by alphabet should 
come after that written on George III. By reason of the same rule 
it is necessary to arrange wholes before parts, viz:—Europe before 
england, in the case of divisions, and General Works before Specific 
Works in the books themselves. This arrangement in Classified order 
is the most applicable to large subjects, when supplied with the 
necessary indexes. 

The Chronological arrangement has many failings, in that authors, 
specific subjects, and even editions of the same work are distributed 
irregularly throughout the whole bibliography. It certainly does point 
out the growth of each subject, is easily revised, and shows at a glance 
the more recent contributions to the subject, but it unfortunately 
requires a title entry for each edition recorded. 

Again, if the subject is a large one, too many entries appear under 
one date, with the result that clearness is lost to a great extent, but 
this difficulty may be met by the selection of an adequate number of 
expert sub-divisions, and the provision of a full author and subject 
index. 

A good example of the Subject Chronological method is provided 
in Cannon’s Bibliography of Library Economy. It may also be 
mentioned here that the purely chronological method is ideal for 
arranging a bibliography of a single work. 

Bibliographies arranged by names of countries and languages 
consist of records of the classics, and beyond this limit it is useless to 
apply this form of arrangement. The field of knowledge covers too 
wide an area to be localized, the procedure is laborious and objectless, 
the only persons likely to gain being historians. 

The practice of arranging any form of catalogue or bibliography 
by the first word of the title may be as quickly dismissed, as it is at 
once obvious that unless a person remembers the full title, the pro- 
duction would be valueless. 

The last method by which bibliographies may be arranged, that of 
arranging the volumes by the place of printing or publication, is only 
applicable to lists of early printed books or books printed locally, as in 
all other cases the place of printing or publication is only of sufficient 
importance as to demand notice as a bibliographical particular in the 
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entries themselves. This method when applied to early printed books 
or books printed locally clearly displays in an intelligible order the 
literary contributions of the various printers or presses, and also assists 
in tracing the individualities and connections of early printing houses, 
but it is of little use when devoted to the arrangement of modern works. 

As it is not my intention to enter the minutiz of arranging 
bibliggraphical particulars, or the rules involved in the question of 
uniformly placing books, as both have much in common with the rules 
for the compilation of catalogues, it may not be altogether out of place 
at this point to briefly consider the parallel matter of compilation. 

I will take for illustration the compilation of a bibliography of a 
modern subject, namely, State Insurance Although such a topic does 
not occasion the operation of the varying rules which govern other 
forms of bibliographies, it has its own peculiarities, and should prove a 
typical “test case” for examination. 

In compiling a bibliography of State Insurance much depends 
upon the ingenuity of the compiler in estimating, or at least anticipating 
what are the most suggestive sources to obtain information bearing on 
the subject, and especially if that subject is one of temporary or of 
recent importance. 

There are not many books on the subject of State Insurance, the 
principal contributions consisting of articles, pamphlets, and 
parliamentary publications. This state of affairs involves much 
research in contemporary literature of a general nature, to supplement 
those complete works which do exist. 

Cossa’s Guide to the study of Political Economy, 1893, and 
Stammhammer’s Siliographie der social politik, 1897, may be of 
considerable service in the preliminary stages of compilation. In 
addition to these no efforts must be spared to search out all the latest 
books on the subject in modern trade and literary catalogues of all 
descriptions, library catalogues, encyclopedias of social science, 
parliamentary publication lists as issued by Messrs. King & Sons, general 
and special aids to book selection, and any other source which may 
subsequently be revealed. 

Some of the A.L.A. bibliographies on Social and Political Science 
contain many helpful reading courses or hints on sources of information 
such as Bowker and Iles’ Reader’s Guide to Soctal and Political Scaence, 
1892, Imhoff's Library and Soctal Movements, 1911. The publication 
of the Fabian Society Whatto read on Economic and Social Subjects, 1910, 
Robertson’s Courses of Study, 1908, and the well known Siddiography 
of British Municipal History, 1897, must not be overlooked, and again 
notices of the most reliable books on this subject may be found in the 
Journal of the International Institute of Social Bibitography, which is 
published monthly by Messrs. P. S. King & Son, London. 

Much has been written in general works on social problems, and 
this must be methodically recorded when discovered. Again, there must 
be an organised search through such volumes as Poole’s Jndexes to 
Periodical Literature, the A.L.A. Index to General Literature, 
Cotgreave’s Sudject Index the Review of Reviews Indexes, the London 


= 
red 
‘ 
~ 
we 
a 


184 THE Liprary Worvp. 


Times Indexes, the Reader's Guide index, &c. Current periodical literature 
requires the same treatment, each item of use for this purpose being 
carefully noted. 

Libraries which have adopted a system of methodically recording 
contributions to subjects of general interest, which from time to time 
are to be observed in the various literary, political, and scientific 
journals, will find little difficulty in compiling a bibliography of this 
nature, beyond arranging the divisions in an intelligible and visible 
sequence. 

When the material has been assembled, it will be found to vary 
widely in nature and scope, consequently much discretion is needed in 
the choice of divisions and sub-divisions, to effectively display the 
whole. Moreover, it is obvious that a person closely acquainted with 
the subject and its natural divisions will produce the best result, hence 
the practice of seeking the co-operation of experts in the selection of 
main and sub-headings must not be despised. As a bibliography of 
State Insurance would certainly have many expert sub-divisions, there 
must be an index to branches of the subject provided, as well as an 
index of authors. 

The following specimen entries may convey some idea of what 
would satisfactorily display the material for a bibliography of State 
Insurance, or any sitnilar subject :— 


STaTE INSURANCE. 


Bibliographies. 
1893. Cossa, L. Guide to the study of political economy 


4to. (1) 
1897. Stammhammer, J. Bibliographie der social politik. 
8vo. (2) 


History. 
1862. Jones, L. P. History of state questions. (1750- 


1850.) 2 vols. 8vo. (3) 
1899. Peters, P. P. History of political economy. 8vo. 
(4) 


Genera/. 
1891. James, L. R. Political questions of the day. 2 vols. 
8vo. 
Vol. 2. State Insurance. 
1896. Proctor, E. B. State Insurance Zz “Problems of 


social welfare,” pp. 49-92. 4to. (6) 
1903. Wilks, R. U. State Insurance /z “ Sociological 
problems,” pp. 101-186. Svo (7) 


Administration. 
igco. Josephs, P. S. Administration and compulsory 
payments /n “Nineteenth Century,” Vol. 54, 
PP- 45-72- (8) 
Benefits. 
Parke, P. K. Power of benefits by State Insurance. 8vo. 


(9) 


ied 
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Contributions. 
1906. Nathan, T.O. Rates and Rules for State Insur- 
ance contributions. /# “Progress” vol. 1, 
pp. 16-39. (10) 
Unemployment. 
1910. Southware, G. W. Unemployment and State 
Insurance. 2 vols. 8vo. (11) 


NoTtE.—Many of the above entries are imaginary.). 


The above sub-divisions would, of course, be supplemented by 
others, according to the quantity and nature of material available. 
Titles which do not clearly define their subject matter should be 
annotated, and in all analytical entries the pagination must be given. 

The arrangement employed in the above illustration, that of sub- 
chronological, obeys the fundamental principle of adopting the most 
useful form for the purpose in view, not the least part of which is the 
clear indication of the latest information on the topic. It will be seen 
that each entry is numbered in brackets (standing clear from each 
entry about four ems), an arrangement which enables readers to have 
assembled in one place in the author index, all the entries relating to 
any particular author. 

Ex. Josephs, P. S. 8, 22, 73, 109 
Proctor, E. B. 6, 16, 77, 149, 204. 
Brief titles may be added to an author’s name when a number of his 
works are indexed. 

In conclusion, it might be said that in the arrangement of 
bibliographies by any of the other methods, the procedure of prepara- 
tion is identical, plus exceptional modifications which the special 
purposes and extent of the bibliography should determine. 


LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 


REPORTS. 

In the eleventh annual Refort of the Accrington Public Library 
(1911-12) a decrease in both lending and reference departments is shown. 
The issues were as follows: Lending 104,794; reference 755. The 
comparatively small issue from the reference library is accounted for by 
the large number of books on open shelves of which no count is taken. 
The stock is 19,132 volumes (lending, 14,447 ; reference 4,685). 

According to the fifty-ninth annual Xefort of the Bolton Public 
Libraries (1911-12) the stock in all departments is 129,489 volumes 
(lending, 101,441; reference, 25,967 ; school libraries, 2,081). The 
total issue for the year was 508,484 volumes, as compared with 524,819 
the preceding year. ‘This decrease is ascribed chiefly to the congested 
condition of the central library, and it is hoped that a new and more 
adequate building may be erected shortly. The number of registered 
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borrowers is 34,422. Junior assistants are granted increases of salary 
on condition that they pass each year one of the examinations of the 
Library Association. 

‘The eleventh annual Xefors of the Bury Public Library (1911-12) 
records an increased use in all departments. The number of volumes 
in stock is 23,608 (lending 13,590; reference 6,069 ; juvenile 3,949). 
The number of borrowers’ tickets in use was 5,605. The total issue 
was 128,575 volumes (lending 61,651; reference 14,338; juvenile 
17,322; school libraries 35,264). 52,844 visits to the art gallery are 
recorded. ‘The committee have granted facilities for two members of 
the staff to attend lectures and classes at the Manchester School of 
Technology. 

In the eighteenth annual Report of the //rde Public Library 
(1911-12) it is stated that it has been decided to adopt the open access 
system of issue. “The question of the cost of the catalogue was not 
the prime motive that suggested the change, but rather that of making 
knowledge and instruction easier of approach.” The Dewey classification 
has also been adopted. ‘The number of volumes in stock is 13,057, 
and the issues for the year were 52,325. 

For the first time in six years the committee of the Zeeds Public 
Libraries have to report a decrease of use in most of the departments. 
According to the Aefort (1911-12) the aggregate issue of books was 
1,415,910, as compared with 1,483,443 the previous year. ‘The decrease 
is principally in the fiction class. ‘The libraries contain 305,240 volumes 
(lending 52,177; reference 95,194; branches 157,869). Number of 
borrowers’ tickets in force 33,663. Several important additions have 
been made to the local collection. ‘Careful consideration has been 
given to the advisability of adopting the safe-guarded open access 
system of issuing the books, and a decision arrived at to make an 
experiment with two of the larger and two of the smaller branches.” 

The twenty-ninth annual Refort of the Gilstrap Public Library, 
Newark-on- Trent (1911-12) records the resignation of Mr. Garner from 
the librarianship, and the appointment of Mr. Frank Dallimore. The 
stock numbers 10,296 volumes (lending 7,277; reference 1,677 
juvenile 1,342). ‘lhe issues for the year were 70,397 (lending 50,845 ; 
reference 5,734 ; juvenile 13,818). All the volumes in the library have 
been thoroughly overhauled and classified. Several alterations have 
been made in the reference and reading rooms, including the placing of 
a large number of books on open shelves. 

An important event recorded in the thirty-fourth annual Report of 
the S#. Helens Public Library (1911-12) is the offer of Dr. Carnegie to 
defray the cost (£3,000) of a new branch library at Thatto Heath. 
This will be the third branch library provided for the borough by 
Dr. Carnegie. ‘The stock of the libraries is 48,289 volumes ; the issues 
for the year were 260,728 volumes (lending 122,728 ; reference 7,448 ; 
branches 130,552). 

The chief event recorded in the fifty-fifth annual Report of the City 
Library Association of Springfield (Mass.) is the completion of the new 
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library building. ‘‘ Not only has the circulation of books from the 
main library increased nearly twenty per cent. since the occupancy of 
the new building, but a much greater gain has followed in reference 
use.” The library comprises 186,907 volumes. ‘The number of card- 
holders is 30,665, and the number of volumes circulated for home use 
585,412. 


A marked increase in the use made of the /Vi//esden Green and 
Kensal Rise Public Libraries is shown in the Reforts for 1911-12. The 
stock of the former library is 17,462 volumes, and the issues for the 
year were 96,590 (lending 92,881 ; reference 3,709). The latter library 
has a stock of 9,548 volumes, and the issues were 78,499 (lending 
75,593; reference 2,936). 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS. 


oo 8 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 
Supjects ror Essays FoR May, 1913, EXAMINATION. 

Section 1. Literary History. Literary criticism during the period 
1784-1830, or Wordsworth’s and Coleridge’s theories of poetry as set 
forth in Wordsworth’s Prefaces and the Biographia Litteraria.—Section 
2. Bibliography. ‘The Essay is to take the form of a graduated course 
of reading, divided into three parts—Elementary, Advanced, Works of 
Reference, with notes on each book, dealing with either the great 
Civil War, or English Literature in the age of Doctor Johnson. 
Section 3. C/assification. Prepare a scheme of Classification for a 
library of about 10,000 volumes in Philosophy and Religion, using 
Dewey’s Decimal Classification, or Brown’s Subject, or Cutter’s 
Expansive systems, showing the main divisions, and then write a 
Preface, explaining to the public the nature of the classification and the 
method of using it.—Section 4. Cataloguing. Compare Cutter’s 
Cataloguing Rules with the joint Anglo-American Code.—Section 5. 
Library History and Organisation. Book Collectors of the Victorian 
Era.—Section 6. Ztbrary Routine. Reference Libraries for Business 
Men. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION: NORTH-WESTERN BRANCH. 
“1 °HE autumnal meeting of the Branch was held at the Bury Art 
I Gallery and Public Library on Friday, Nov. 15th, by kind invi- 
tation of the Committee. There were present Alderman 
John Ashworth, Vice-Chairman, and several members of the Bury Art 
Gallery and Public Library Committee, Charles Madeley (Warrington), 
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President of the Branch, Alderman Compston (Rawtenstall), C. W. 
Sutton, M.A., and about fifty members and friends. 

They first assembled in the library, and after examining the 
arrangement of shelves and methods of working adjourned to the Art 
Gallery, where at 4 p.m. they were conducted round the rooms by Mr. 
J. Knight, F.S.A.M., Principal of the Bury School of Art, who offered 
remarks and criticisms on the important pictures in the collection. At 
5 p.m. tea was served in one of the large rooms of the gallery, at which 
a welcome on behalf of the committee was extended to the visitors by 
Alderman Ashworth, to which Mr. Madeley replied. 

At 5.45 the business meeting opened in an adjoining room under 
the chairmanship of the President. After the minutes of the two last 
meetings had been read and signed, Mr. R. J. Gordon, librarian of the 
Rochdale Public Library, read a paper on “The Literature of ‘Tim 
Bobbin.’” This dealt fully with Collier’s life and works, and was 
amply illustrated with many of Collier's original MSS., prints and 
copperplates from the unique collection at Rochdale. Mr. Harry 
Townend, curator and librarian, Bury, then read a paper, “‘ A Lending 
Library of Pictures: a suggestion,” in which he advocated the framing 
(at small cost) of prints from various sources—e.g., the South Kensing- 
ton facsimiles, and the issue of such framed pictures to readers for a 
period of say, one to three months. He produced samples and gave 
prices. 

The papers were discussed by the President, Messrs. Alderman 
Compston, Sparke, Wilkinson, Swann, and Lancaster, and a most 
instructive and enjoyable meeting was brought to a close by the carry- 
ing of hearty votes of thanks to the committee and librarian of the Bury 
Public Library. 


LIVERPOOL AND DISTRICT ASSOCIATION OF 
ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS. 


“THE Inaugural Meeting of the Liverpool and District Association 
of Assistant Librarians, was held at the Reference Library, 
Liverpool, on Friday, October 11th; when members 

representing Liverpool, Birkenhead, Bootle, Bebington, Waterloo, 

Gt. Crosby, and surrounding districts, were present. 

The main item of the evening was an address on “The Present 
State of Public Library Work,” by the President of the Association, 
Mr. E. A. Savage, chief librarian, Wallasey Public Libraries. 

Mr. Savage made special reference to the recent Government 
Report on Public Libraries—a report upon which, he thought the 
Government could certainly not be congratulated, as much of the 
information contained therein was of a very perplexing character, if not 
absolutely mysterious. The document, however, was not without 
merit, and, though disappointing as a whole, must be viewed with 
interest by all engaged in Public Library work throughout the country. 
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Quoting from columns 7, 8, and 9 of the Report, Mr. Savage pointed 
out the apparent tendency in many small libraries to starve their lending 
departments in the hopeless endeavour to build up strong reference 
libraries. This he most strongly deprecated. He thought it much 
better for books, even fairly costly volumes, to be worn out by constant 
reading, than to be stored away on shelves of the reference departments 
= kept clean and in perfect condition until they were hopelessly out 
date. 

Mr. Savage then dealt with certain special phases of Public 
Library work—work with juveniles, &c., and concluded his address 
with a word of warning against the political or sectarian influence, 
which at times are directed upon Public Libraries—should such 
influences succeed, it would most certainly be to the detriment of our 
institutions. 

Mr. W. J. Randall, of the Medical Institution Library, then read a 
short paper on “‘ Library assistants and the study of English Literature” ; 
and from the number of members who participated in the ensuing 
discussion—which included both papers—it was evident that the 
interest of all members present had been thoroughly roused. 

A hearty vote of thanks to the President, Mr. E. A. Savage, and 
to Mr. W. J. Randall brought the proceedings to a close. 

A. H. E. 


A MEETING of the above association was held at the Public Museum, 
Warrington, on Friday, November 8th, by the kind consent of the 
Director, Mr. Charles Madeley. 

On arrival the members were welcomed by Mr. Madeley, who in 
conducting them on a brief tour of inspection through the various 
rooms of the museum, pointed out the chief items of interest—not the 
least of which, at any rate to librarians, were some very fine examples 
of early and modern typography. ‘The visitors then assembled in 
the lecture hall, where Mr. Madeley delivered an address on “Some 
features of the Warrington Public Library.” At the outset Mr. Madeley 
briefly outlined the interesting history of the institution, and showed 
that the library could justly lay claim to having been the first Public 
or Rate-supported Library in this country. During the course of his 
long career he had witnessed many changes in libraries and librarianship. 
He recalled the time when to the natural enquiry “ Why was such a 
thing done in such a way?” the common reply was “ It was the ONLY 
way.” That extreme narrowness of view was fortunately disappearing. 
The presence of so many assistant librarians at that meeting was ample 
testimony. It showed the desire to learn ways and methods other than 
their own—and such a desire could not be too highly commended. 
Experience had taught him that there were several right ways of doing 
most things—at least so far as libraries were concerned—and only 
the varying circumstances affected selection. He personally endeavoured 
to view all methods, old and new, with an open mind, and as witness 
of this he drew attention to the perhaps unique application of several 
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systems of classification, &c., in that institution in Warrington. Mr. 
Madeley then dealt with the various ways of treating and storing 
pamphlets and broadsides, with the classification and filing of office 
papers ; and concluded his address with a few observations on the 
relationship between the library and the museum. These two institu- 
tions—or rather departments—had much the same end in view, 
and should work harmoniously side by side, each supporting or 
supplementing the other. The closer the relationship the better both 
tor the institution and for the public. 

A museum alone, however, appealed to a smaller section of the 
public than did a library, since without some collection of books a 
museum could appeal to few save the collector and the expert. Most 
of the exhibits must remain mere items of curiosity to the general 
public, who required some written or printed history and description 
for their instruction. Much good might be done by including on each 
museum case-label the titles of one or two of the best books treating 
upon that particular subject, thus enabling visitors to turn their curiosity 
into actual knowledge. 

After a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Madeley for the privilege of 
visiting so interesting an institution, and for his most instructive 
address, the visitors spent the remainder of the time at their disposal 
inspecting the library and in seeing for themselves the various items 


referred to by the director earlier in the evening. 
A.H.E. 


We have received from this Association, a Syllabus for the current 
year containing an interesting programme of meetings and the usual 
official information. 


LIBRARY STAFF CLUBS. 


o 


CROYDON LIBRARIES STAFF GUILD. 


HE Seventh Annual Meeting of the Croydon Libraries Staff 
Guild was held in the Central Reference Library, on Saturday, 
November goth, 1912, at 9.30 p.m., the President of the Guild 

(Alderman H. Keatley Moore, B.A., B. Mus., J.P.) being in the chair. 
The minutes of the previous Annual Meeting were read and confirmed, 
and the Hon. Secretary (Mr. H. Rutherford Purnell), on behalf of the 
Committee presented the sixth Annual Report. He reviewed what had 
been the most successful year yet recorded, resulting in a great impetus 
to staff development. The educational activities of the Guild had been 
particularly evident. Under the secretaryship of Mr. Warner, a circle 
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was organised in the autumn session on alternate Wednesday mornings 
from 8.0 to 9.0 o'clock, to read and consider the works of Robert 
browning. The summer session took the form of a series of lectures 
by the chairman (M. W. C. Berwick Sayers), on the works of Tennyson. 
In addition, an elocution class was conducted by the chairman on 
Friday evenings at 9.10 p.m., the ground covered including instruction 
in voice production and impromptu speaking a mock trial and the study 
of A Midsummer Nights Dream and L£veryman; and the Hon. 
Secretary taught French on alternate Wednesday mornings. The 
second number of volume 3 of Zhe Crovdon Crank, the magazine 
of the Guild, had been issued under the joint editorship of Messrs. N. 
McColvin and R. L. Peacock, and it was hoped to complete the 
volume before the end of the year. It was with regret that the 
Committce had to decide at the beginning of the 1g12 season to 
discontinue the cricket club, hitherto the most successful recreative 
activity of the Guild, owing to the loss of several members of the staff ; 
but a tennis club was formed to take its place, and proved very 
popular. Other events were a May morning walk on May ist, and a 
Midsummer Night’s walk on June 29th. The financial statement 
showed a satisfactory balance in hand on the year’s work. 

The adoption of the Report was carried unanimously. The 
President expressed his pleasure at the Report, and remarked on the 
energy displayed by the members in rising early to study Browning, 
especially commending Mr. Sayers for his bravery in attacking Sorde//o. 
He was sorry to say that he would have to resign the Presidency, as next 
year he would not be chairman of the Libraries Committee, and he 
thought it important that the President of the Guild should be the 
chairman of the Libraries Committee. After some discussion on this 
point, the Vice-President (Mr. L. Stanley Jast) moved that Mr. Moore 
be re-elected President for the present Guiid year ending in June. 
The motion was carried unreservedly. The election of Officers 
followed ; and the President then announced the result of the Essay 
Competition ; the prize of half-a-guinea’s worth of books being awarded 
to Mr. Lionel R. McColvin for his paper on “ Music in the Poetry of 
Robert Browning.” 


~< 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE RATING OF LIBRARIES. 


To the Editor of THe Liprary WORLD. 

S1r,—Contained in the “ Editorial Notes” of the November issue 
of the Library World is a suggestion to this effect :—‘ What has to be 
done therefore, is to emphasize the permissive nature of powers of the 
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local assessment committees, and to try and obtain exemption from 
rates, or at most a nominal assessment.” 

It might interest your readers to learn that the Cheshunt Urban 
District Council decided to exempt the library from the payment of 
the General District Rate. At the Local Government audit held in 
1911 the auditor refused to permit the Urban Council to exempt the 
library. In spite of strong representations made to the L. G. B. the 
decision of the auditor was upheld. I might say that the Local 
Council exempted the library on a plea of poverty. 


Yours faithfully, 


Oswatp C. Hupson. 
Public Library, Chesthunt. 


READING AND THE LIBRARY RATE. 


To the Editor of THe Liprary WorLD. 


Sir,—In your issue of November, page 141, you state “ The 
Reading ‘Town Council have rejected a proposal to increase the Library 
rate to 13d.” 

I desire to point out that what you say does not give a correct idea 
of what has actually taken place in this connection. 

The Libraries Committee and the Council have passed resolutions 
in favour of supporting the Bill, now being promoted by the Association, 
to give power to the local authorities to increase the Library rate from 
the present limit of 1d., and have also by resolutions requested Sir 
Rufus Isaacs, the Borough Member, to support the Bill. The committee 
have further, by resolution, approved of Mr. Stallwood and I serving on 
the Law and Parliamentary Committee of the Association for the 
purpose of assisting in the promotion of the Bill. 

The Town Council quite lately decided to promote a Bill in 
Parliament, chiefly in connection with matters relating to the recent 
extension of the Borough boundaries. The Libraries Committee 
deemed this a good opportunity to have a clause inserted in the Bill 
giving power to the Council to increase the Library rate up to 14d., and 
recommended the Council accordingly. ‘The Council decided against 
the Committee’s recommendation, the chief ground of that decision 
being, that to include in a Bill, of very pressing importance to the 
Borough, such a possible contentious clause might lead to difficulties 
with the ratepayers in the passing of the Bill. 


Yours faithfully, 
Ws. H. GREENHOUGH, 
Central Library, Reading. Chief Librarian. 


For STUDY AND RECREATION, 
Including 
LITERARY, EDUCATIONAL, 
SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL, 
and all other subjects. 


Over a 1,009,000 volumes in stock. Library Replacements a Speciality. 
SECOND HAND at HALF PRICES! — New at 25 per cent. discount. — Special Terms to Libraries. 
Catalogues Free. -- State Wants. Books sent on approval. 
BOOKS BOUGHT: Best Prices given. 


W. & G. FOYLE, 135, Charing Cross Road, LONDON, W.C. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL 


WORKS 
by R. A. PEDDIE, FOR SALE. 


The British Museum Read- 
ing Room: A Handbook for 
Students. gth Series, 1898-1903, 12  vols., 

1s. net. Now Ready. 


‘*Notes and Queries,”’ 


unbound, complete. 


National Bibliographies, 
§s. net. Now Ready. 


Engineering and Metallur- 
gical Books, 1907-1911. 


Orrers TO: 
7s. 6d. net. Now Ready. 


W. M., “Linrary Wortp” Orricr. 
GRAFTON ®& Co., 
69, Gt. Russell St., W.C. 


7ANTED. “THE LIBRARY WORLD.” Volume I. (1898-1899). 
W Volume II. (1899-1900). Volume IV. (1g01-1g02). Write to 
The Manager, Linrary Wor vp.” 


Messrs. GRAFTON ®& Co. will be glad to consider 
MSS. on Professional, Technical and General Subjects 
with a view to Publication. 
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A Card Catalogue without sufficient 
guides is like a country cross-road 
without a guide post 


The former causes delay and inconvenience to the consultant as the latter does 
to the traveller 

l ooking for a card in a cabinet with few guides is as tedious as looking for a book in 
an open-access library without shelf guides Time is wasted in unnecessary turning 
over of other cards. Where the catalogue is split up into small divisions by means of 
guide cards, the reader can turn up a required card in a very short time. 
To obtain the full benefit from a Card Catalogue, a set of Guides should be used 
arge enough to allow one guide to every filteen cards. If you have an alphabetic 
catalogue of about 15,000 cards, you require an alphabetic set of 800 sub-divisions 
and 200 blank guides lor special headings. If you have a subject classification, you 
require 1,000 blank guides, part with 4rd cut tabs for main headings, and part with 
th cut tabs for sub divisions 


The inferiority of the ordinary guide 
for Library Catalogues! 


T he vital part ol the guide card 1s also the most vulnerable. The tab, on which the 


he ading is written of printed projects above the cards and bears the brunt of the 


hard usave to which every card catalogue Is subjected The ordinary vuide tends 


to bend and soon becomes shabby and illegible. 


The Guide for the Catalogue 


The Libraco Xvle Tab Guide hasa spec ially strengthened tab covered with Xvlonite 
by an invented process. It will stand a very large amount of handling and will not 
show signs of wear even alter several years of use. For written headings 

“ 

a spec tally prepared Matt” surface 

has been produced It is easy to write on, and inscriptions can be erased 
subse que ntly, of necessary, without damage to the guide 
For printed alphabetic headings transparent Xylonite is used, the printing being 


done on the card and the Xylonite applied afterwards 
Samples will be sent on application 

Matt Surface Guides 

\lphabetic Sets ( divisions).. 


( 


130 


Spe ally Printed Guid 


Many thousand of these Xvlo 
Tab Guides are in use in large 
Libraries and Institutions 


Libraco Limited 
62 Cannon Street 
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When writing te please mention The Lihvarg World? 


THE CARD CATALOGUE 
ma PRACTICAL MANUAL FOR PUBLIC™ 


W.. BERWICK. SAYERS 
"(Croydon Piste Chen's Litchay," 
JAMES DOUGLAS STE A2T 
lalingtoa Literacies, Agthor of Catalogue" 

to Wee Exttor-of “The of Boake.” 


This Manual is a revision’ @xtension of the 
that have appeared in. the World,” with mach 
additional matter. chapters on OTHER 
LIBRARY CARDS: — 


CONTENTS. 

Introdactary 
Card © Mech 
Canis > Phair Fatieties ont 
Printed oF Werittes 
Atithor Cards. ' 
Tile Cards; 
Sutject 
Subject Card: “Alphabetic «! 
Guiding and indexing. 
Miscellaneous Hints, 


Chapter AL The Use oi tn Boot 

XILL Tie Ceré 

KTV... The 
Avenwork A Sétect Bibhographysat Ca: Cataloguing 
Intex, 


Royat tivo. about pages with - 


GRAFTON & Co, Great Street, Wc. 
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A RECORD OF MODERN LIBRARIANSHIP. 


Subscribers who wish to complete their sets of 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 


(The Independent Library Magazine) 


rapidly becoming out of print. The increased prices of 
several of the volumes should be noted. 


LIST OF VOLUMES. 


BOUND IN CLOTH. LETTERED IN GOLD, 
Bound. Unbound. 


Vol. I. 1898-1899 Op. Op. 


1899-1900 op. op. 
1900-1901 (nearlyo.p.) 8/- 17/- 
1901-1902 op. op. 
» WL 1903-1904 6- 
» WIL 1904-1905 Op. op. 
» WII, 1905-1906 §- 
» 1906-1907 6/- 
» AL 1908-1909 (nearlyo.p.) 6/-  o.p. 
» 1909-1910 6/- 
» IY. 1911-1912 6/- 


Indexes bound in with all volumes. 


The New Volume commenced with July. 
Issued Monthly, 6d. net. 
Annual Subscription, 7/0 post free. 


Specimen Copy sent post free on Application. 


GRAFTON & Co., 69, Great Russell Street, W.C. 


Printed by Wiit1am Brown & Co., Ltd., 36-48, St. Mary Axe, London, E.C., and Published by 
Grarron & Co.. 69. Great Russell Street, London, W.C. 
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